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- NATIONAL
Getting the shakes

The new alliance between
the ruling: Democratic “Party:
of Japan and the reshaped Ko-
kumin- Shinto - (People’s New
Party) gets off to a shaky start. -

L Page 2

-

—

W\WORLD
Sky News hacking

Rupert Murdoch’s - British
satellite channel Sky News ad-
- mits-to hacking into emails —
but insists it was in the public
- interest. S oadni
‘Dawn of fire o
A study claims the earliest:
. proof for humans' creating fire:

~dates from 1 million B.C.: "+
 Page?

MBUSINESS

Big Mac attack
s Macintoshes may have be
lently infected with me :
s hackers target Apple devices.
. Page9

WOPINION

‘local’

Governors of prefectu am,_,é:jocﬁ
units seek greater say in process

Eric Johnston-
STAFFWRITER

Osaka

Kepco safety plan: Page 2

Dissent between those inside
Fukui Prefecture who want two

:reactors in the town of Qi restart-
. ed quickly and those in adjacent
- prefectures who want to wait for
stronger safety measures or are

opposed altogether, highlights
the dilemma Tokyo faces in ob-
taining local consent.

Over the past week, opposi-
tion to the reactivation of the Oi
plant’s reactors 3 and 4 among
political leaders in Shiga and
Kyoto, as well as in Osaka, has

' grown stronger, even as support

for restarts in Fukui towns that
host nuclear power plants has
grown as well.

At the heart of the debate is a

. question with legal and political

ramifications for not only Fukui
and Kansai, but other regions of
the country that host or are near

: nuclear plants: What does local

consent mean?

Traditionally, when nuclear
plants have been restarted after
normal periodic inspections,
local consent meant the agree-

- ment of the towns and the gov-

emnor of the prefecture where

“the plants were ' situated. But

with plans to restart the Oi reac-
tors, the central government has
been forced to present its case
to the governors of Shiga and

Kyoto prefectures as well, both of
- . whom are against restarts, citing -
the need for a new safety regime.

municipal and prefectural energy
strategy cominittee recommend-
ed that the Oi reactors, which
supply much of Osaka’s electric-
ity, be restarted only after eight
conditions are met. One of these
is to have formal safety agree-
ments with “local” governments

within 100° km of the plants,

which would then include towns
in northern Osaka Prefecture.

The panel’s recommendations
were immediately backed by Osa-
ka Mayor Toru Hashimoto, who
has said he eventually wants to get
out of nuclear power completely.

‘At present, I'm opposed to
restarting the Oi reactors. Just
restarting them based on the
results of technical stress tests is
impossible. All sorts of questions
ranging from safety to whether
or not there will be electricity
shortages without them have to
be considered,” Hashimoto said
earlier this week.

This opposition and demands
by Hashimoto, Kyoto Gov. Keiji
Yamada and Shiga Gov. Yukiko
Kada that they be consulted by
Tokyo has angered some in Fukui

~ Prefecture who rely heavily on the .
plants for their livelihoods.
Oi is one of three towns where_

Kansai Electric Power Cols 11
commercial reactors are located,

and is heavily dependent on di- -
-rect and indirect funding from

the nuclear industry. About ¥6.3
billion, or 58 percent, of Of’s fis-
cal 2012 budget comes from vari-

ous subsidies for hosting four.

reactors. . .
Takahama  which ic onlv

Debate growing over |
reactor consent

ed budget of about ¥4.3 billion,

* 60 percent of its total. .
Takahama officials are par-
ticularly eager for the Oi reactors .

to come online again, fearing

' massive economic damage oth-

erwise. :

“Economic damage to our town .
due to keeping the reactors shut-

down is something that others
outside of Fukui need to take into
consideration,” Takahama Mayor
Yutaka Nose said last inonth.
Fukui Gov. Issei Nishikawa
wants a restart but says Tokyo
must convince him that ade-

quate safety measures have been |

taken. At the same time, how-

_ever, the governor has a number

of pet projects, especially the
Hokuriku Shinkansen extension

project which, he hopes, will

eventually connect Fukui with
both Osaka and Tokyo by bul-
let train. Current plans are for
the link between Nagano and

Kanazawa in neighboring Ishi-
kawa Prefecture to open in 2015.

But in Shiga, Kyoto and Osaka,
politicians and antinuclear activ-
ists warn that rushing to restart
could have dire consequences.
Several point to a 2003 report by
Kyoto Sangyo University econom-
ics professor Park Seung Joon,
who estimated an accident in-
volving Oi's reactors 3 and 4 could
create a radiation leak that would
lead to 3.5 million cancer cases
in a 50-km radius, including the
northern part of the city of Kyoto.

More than 1 million people

.. would die and total economi¢

damage would come to ¥460 tril-
lion, according to Park.

The prefectures surrounding
Fukui have also expressed grave

- concemn over how people liv-
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People take pictures of cherry blossoms in Ueno vqu inTok
declared that the “someiyoshino” variety of cherry trees reached full bloom Friday,

later than the average. The timing differs between tree types,
-considered the prime time for cherry blossom viewing. sato

yo on Friday. The Tokyo District Meteorological Observatory

, the same date as last year and three days
but when the someiyoshino reach full blossom, it is generally
KO KAWASAK!

Japan, China, moc? .A.oﬁmm~4m_<<m: _oo_a:@._ﬁo build facility 5,100 meters above sea level

Beijing
KYODO

Astronomers from Japan, China,
South Korea and Taiwan have
picked a highland area in the
Tibetan® Autonomous - Region
as the most likely candidate for
their joint astronomical observa- .
tion site, academic sources said
Friday. -

Ml o~ T e A% o~ e~y

nomical observatories, reached
an agreement at a recent meet-
ing in Beijjing to research the
possibility of locating Asia’s first
premier international astronomi-
cal observation site in Tibet'’s Al

district, some 5,100 meters above

sea level, the sources said.
It would be the first astronom-
ical observation: site more than

. 5,000 meters above sea level in

P

National Astronomical Observ-
ers said the group is seeking to
have the site constructed within
five years. . B
EACOA plans to build a full-
fledged international observatory
in the future after completion of

the joint observation site, the

sources said. .
The new site will enable major
international astronomical ob-

Tibet picked for Asia observatory

tic to-observe astronomic targets
around the clock, they added.
The latest move came after
a 20-year effort by Norio Kaifu,
professor emeritus at the Na-
tional Astronomical Observatory

“of Tapan, and Liu Caipin, a for-

mer professor at China’s Purple

- Mountain Observatory, to create

an international astronomical
observatory in East Asia.
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